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[HHH <> 8 HE Letter in my Paper of the 19th 
RSS: paſt, ſign'd, A TRUE BriToN, 
or =: with the ſubſequent Queries and 

5) E Remarks, having it ſeems given 
ſome Offence, I am called upon 

e by a Correſpondent, who feels him- 
i ſelf concerned to vindicate a cer- 
tain Character, to publiſh 1s An- 

Fewer to ſuch Parts of the ſaid Paper by which that Cha- 
racter is affected. For this my Impartiality, which I have 
been always careful to preſerve, is warmly appeal'd to. 
I, who was not preſent, can have no other Informa- 
tion concerning the Affair in diſpute, than what is com- 
municated to me, or has been made public by Pamphlets 
and Converſation: And if by either of theſe I have 
been miſguided, the Fault it not in Me, who purſue 
only Truth, and the Service of my Country. No Man 
holds more in Deteſtation than myſelf the ſpreading a 
Perſonal Injury, and whenever 1 am ſevere upon a par- 
ticular Character, which cannot be avoided in one 
who writes for the Community, it is in the Preſumption 
of ſome preat Demerit towards that Community ; and 
then I owe to the Perſon cenſur'd, or his Friends who 
can clear him of ſuch Preſumption, the Privilege of a 
Vindication by the ſame Channel, This is but n 
| what 
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what 1 have before done, and adding one more. Prece- 
dent for what I would: again de upon the like Occa- 


ſion r 

I will only ſay farther, that it gives me Pleaſure to hear 
there are yet Toes of a ful] Enquiry, and a ſpeedy one 
too, into the Affair now conteſted, Let the particular 
Blame light where it may in Juſtice! But let the Ho- 
nour of the Britiſh Fleet (which I think here highly 


concerned) be in general aſſerted and cleared ! 


7. THOMAS TOUCHIT, E. 
Author of the WRSTMIX STEIN JOURNAL. 


J 2 2 
Always conſidered your Paper to be the Channel of 
Inſtruction and Information, free from Prejudice 

and Partiality, not to miſlead or aſperſe: But I muſt 
confeſs when I read yours of the 19th of January laſt, 
my Sentiments were altered with regard to that Part 
of it which relates to the late Fight off To—onr. 
I have read all that has been wrote upon this Subject, 
convers'd with many Sea-Officers who were Eye-Wit- 
neſſes, and done my utmoſt to come at the Truth. To 
Me, I muſt acknowledge, it was not a Demonſtration, 
that the Inf r Ad I's Conduct occaſion'd this 
fatal Miſcarriage, becauſe that his Sup——r had ſuſ- 
p—ded him: No; that would have been judging with 
the ſame Partiality and Injuſtice, as giving the Accuſed 
up to be try'd and condemn'd by the Judgment of the 
Accuſer. Such may be the Conſtitution of Barbary ; 
but, thank Heaven, this is the Land of Liberty, and 
our Lives and Fortunes are not upon ſo precarious a a 
Footing. 3 

As our Laws then will admit of no Man judging in 
his own Cauſe, and it has not been yet proved that the 
late Mea n—rn Ch—f is Perfection, and conſe- 
quently infallible, and as L—f—c#'s Courage and 
Conduct were never before queſtioned ; common Cha- 
rity and Juſtice ſhould teach us to ſuſpend our Judg- 
ment, until a fair Enquiry is made, which now draws 
near, notwithſtanding your Doubts and Aſſertions to 
the contrary. 


[ Here our Correſpondent mentions certain Means of 
Conviction, which be bas in his Power to give pri- 
wately, 
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wately, and then calls upon us to reverſe one of the 
Queries in the offending Paper, and let it ſtand thus:) 


Has the ſuſp—ded Adil inſiſted upon an Enqui 
into the late Action in the Bed , and mall the 
Intereſt of his Sup——r keep the Veil any longer over 
that myſterious Affair? | 


[He proceeds :] 

I am aſtoniſhed that you can hint it in any Shape, 
that contrary Orders were ſent to the Ch—f and V—e 
Adm—l in the Med—— =: Such Whiſpers and 
Rumours are ridiculous, and are what no Man of com- 
mon Experience can Jong imagine. Diſcipline, as 
well as the Nature and Reaſon of Things, will not ad- 
mit of ſo great an Inconfiſtency. I dare affirm this is 
what never was done, nor ever will be, no more than 
that Authority ſhould be granted to an inferior Lord 
of the Admiralty to contradict the Lord who preſides, 
and to oppoſe all his Proceedings. 

T think it incumbent upon me, from all that I have 
been able to learn, to aver to you, that our Sea Sig- 
nals are not altogether perfect, clear, or perſpicuous. 
s, whom you oblerve to be unemploy'd, tho? 
we want Commanders of Knowledge and Int——ty, 
that brave Man thought ſo in the Vef-Indies, and 
therefore added many uſeful Signals, which are printed 
and annexed to a Pamphlet, entitled, 4 Narrative of 
the Proceedings of the Mediterranean Fleet. 

Whether the Med n Ch—t took ſuch wiſe 
Meaſures, it is to be hoped Time will ſhew; and 
whether the Additions he made to theſe Signals, did 
not rather ſerve to perplex and confound, than to ex- 
Preſs and explain. Not that I take upon me to ſay, 
that the Signals which were made by him in the late 
Action were not proper, nor underſtood and fulfili'd 
0 their full Intent and Meaning: That is a Queſtion 
reſerved for better Judges to determine: You or 1 can- 
not reſolve it; neither indeed can the Perſons con- 
cerned (whoſe Reputation and Honour are at Stake) be 
—— to be righteous and impartial Judges in this 

oint. | 

I have known a very wiſe Man ſay one Thing, and 
mean another; but nevertheleſs, we are to regard the 
Utterance, and not loſe ourſelves in ſeeking any other 
Intention or Meaning than what that expreſſes. ; And 

| will 
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I will take upon me to ſay, that the Merit of an Officer 
conſiſts in executing his Orders by Signal or otherwiſe, 
for which alone he is anſwerable, — not at all for the 
Rectitude of that Signal or Order. Hence we may 
conclude the Sup——r to be culpable, at leaſt to be 
unreaſonable, if he expected any Performance con- 
trary to the true Meaning of the Signals he made: 
And, on the other Hand, the Inf r muſt be crimi- 
nal if he did not execute all that was required of him 
by Signal, to the utmoſt Extent and Meaning; nay 
more, what Duty to his King and Country ſhould have 
dictated upon ſuch an Occaſion, or what could have 
been poſſibly expected from a Perſon of his Knowledge 
and Experience. 

Doubtleſs an Engagement, whether hotly purſued 
or triſted with by thoſe who were near to it, and could 
come into it, is a Signal not to be neglected: It is a 
Crime not to be forgiven. But when did L—f—ct 
fail to obſerve this important Signal? When or where 
did he ever heſitate to fly with the utmoſt Speed and 
Alacrity to execute, where Danger and the Neceſlity 
of his Country's Cauſe call'd him ? What Proof have 
you againſt him? Only his Adv——-y's Wrath and 
Indignation. Prove more, and then may L—f/—c> 
ſuffer greater Evils, if poſſible, than he has already! 

But perhaps you will ſay, that a private Pique and 
Animoſity have been the curſed Cauſe, and that Cou- 
rage nor Conduct were not wanting. Probably 


indeed the Shame and Diſgrace of being diſconcerted, 


mingled with an old Grudge, and a violent Reſent- 
ment, might occaſion the Suſp n; but never, 
never reſtrain an Officer from Battle, where the Conteſt 
was the Honour and Intereſt of his Country. What- 
ever are your Sentiments, or your Correſpondent's by 
the Name of a True Briton, I cannot think there is a 
Wretch in being ſo execrable and abandon'd. 

Now that 1 have view'd one Side of this diſagreeable 
Medal, let me take a tranſient Look of the other, and 


aſk vou and your Correſpondent a few Queſtions re- 


lating to it. 

iſt, Could L—f—c hinder the Ch—f from holding 
Councils of War, and exerciſing and diſciplining the 
Fleet by frequently drawing them into Lines of Battle, 
agreeable to to the Adm—1s' Inſtructions eſtabliſh'd by 
the King in Council? 


2d, Could 
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2d, Could L—f—c hinder the Fleet from form- 
ing into a Line of Battle, according to the fighting 
Inſtructions, and the Practice of our Forefathers, and 


going down upon the Enemy in a Diſpoſition fit to 


give and receive Battle ? | 
za, Did -c, by the Ch—f's bearing away to 
attack the Real, leave the R—r Adm—1 in the Van 
with ſeven Ships only, expoſed to all the French Squa- 
dron, as alſo three of the Spaniſb, in all nineteen Ships 
(out of twenty-eight, the Number of the Combined 
Fleet) which in the Evening oblig'd the R—r Adm—l 
to run with all the Precipitation he could from them, on 
the contrary Tack to the Line of Battle then flying ? 
4th, Were not the Ships in the Line of Battle a-head 
of -c that fired at the Spaniards, the King ſton, 
60 Guns, Berævict, 70 Guns, (with the Saliſgury and 
Guernſey of 50 Guns each) Bedford, 70 Guns, Dragon, 
60 Guns, Somerſet, 80 Guns, Princeſſa, 70 Guns, Nor- 
folk, 80 Guns, Namur, go Guns, Marlborough, go Guns, 
Dorſethhire, 80 Guns, Efſex, 70 Guns, Rupert, bo Guns, 
Royal-Oak, 70 Guns, without the Dunkirk and Cam- 
bridge, in all fifteen Ships, a ſufficient Force to deſtroy 
the remaining nine Ships of the Enemy; much more 
ſo as four Sail of theſe nine did not get up for four 
Hours after the Action began, and when they did, 
Firing ſoon ceaſed on both Sides ? 
5th, Did -c, altho' his Accuſer ſays that he 
ſuffered four of the nine Ships to eſcape him and his 
Diviſion, prevent theſe fifteen Ships aforementioned 
from deſtroying five of the Enemy in ſo long a Time 
as from One o' Clock to Five? 
th, What were theſe fifteeen Ships doing in four 
Hours, that they did not deſtroy five? Could not they 
have gone nearer the Enemy? Who ſuffered them to 
throw away their Shot at ſo great a Diſtance, to the 
oreat Diſhonour of our Fleet? And who had it in his 
Power to ſend other Officers to command the Ships of 
thoſe, who did not do their Duty ? 
7th, Did Ac, to the Diſhonour of our Fleet, 
leave the Marlborough to be ſacrificed, with the Lives 
of a great many brave Seamen and Officers? 
8th, Suppoſe You, Mr Touchzt, ſhouid take it in your 
Head not to wait for a good many ot your Friends, 
agreeable to a Meſſage ſent to them, who, from your 
great Haſte and Impatience, and their Want ot Heels, 
could 
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could not poſſibly keep pace with you, and Vou, with 
fourteen Companions divided before and behind you, 
run up to attack five Enemies; would you in that caſe, 
when you found yourſelf ſhamefully fruſtrated, baffled, 
and diſconcerted by ſo pitiful a Number, let fall the 
Violence of your Wrath and Anger — any one of the 
diſtant Friends, whom you run from contrary to your 
Promiſe, before you did it upon any of the fourteen 
Friends neareſt to your Perſon, eſpecially if only one of 
that Number had got a bloody Noſe, or a broken Head, 
and all the reſt were ſound Wind and Limb ? 

gth, Did not L—f—c give the neceſſary Orders to 
the Captain of the Mercury Fireſhip in his Diviſion, to 
prime his Ship, that he might be ready for Service at a 
Moment's Warning ? | 

-1oth, Did L—fi—c ſend the Ann Galley Fireſhip 
down upon the Spanih Admiral untimely, unprepared, 
uncovered, and unprotected? 

tith, Could L—/—c help, that on the third Day 
he was called off from the Chace, when we had the 
Wind of a fugitive confuſed Enemy, and the Advanta 
of five Ships; where if the Chace had been continued, 
at leaſt the diſabled Ships muſt have fallen into our 
Hands, if the total Overthrow and Deſtruction of the 
confederate Fleet had not been accompliſhed ? 

12th, And why was not L—f—c immediately ſuſ- 
pended, if his Miſconduct was fo glaring and notorious ? 
Why was he not only ſuffered to continue in Authority | 
in Sight of the Enemy, when a more general Action 
was expected, but his Flag kept flying for almoſt fix 
Weeks after this celebrated Fight ? 

When you have anſwered me theſe Queries, and 
proved to me, that in L—f—ck's Miſconduct is invol- 
ved all theſe Evils, I will join with the Clamour of the 
unthinking Multitude, inveigh bitterly, and load him 
with Execrations: But until then, or a fair and impar- 
tial Enquiry is made, I cannot poſſibly condemn Him, 
nor acquit the late M ter——an Ch—f: As I cans 
not from my Soul yet believe, with the People of 
61. — -A Hire, that his Omnipotence not only per- 
form'd Miracles abroad, but prevented the direful Inva - 
ſion at home. I am, 

Your conſtant Reader, 
Ne 5, 174455. JonaTHan T'ELLTRUTH, 
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could not poſſibly keep pace with you, and You, with 
fourteen Companions divided before and behind you, 
run up to attack five Enemies; would you in that caſe, 
when you found yourſelf ſhamefully fruſtrated, baffled, 
and diſconcerted by ſo pitiful a Number, let fall the 
Violence of your Wrath and Anger —— any one of the 
diſtant Friends, whom you run from contrary to your 
Promiſe, before you did it upon any of the fourteen 
Friends neareſt to your Perſon, eſpecially if only one of 
that Number had got a bloody Noſe, or a broken Head, 
and all the reſt were ſound Wind and Limb ? 

gth, Did not L—f—c give the neceſſary Orders to 
the Captain of the Mercury Fireſhip in his Diviſion, to 
prime his Ship, that he might be ready for Service at a 
Moment's Warning ? 

-1oth, Did L—f—c ſend the Ann Galley Fireſhip 
down upon the Spanih Admiral untimely, unprepared, 
uncovered, and unprotected ? 

tith, Could L—/—c help, that on the third Day 
he was called off from the Chace, when we had the 
Wind of a fugitive confuſed Enemy, and the Advantage 
of five Ships; where if the Chace had been continued, 
at leaft the diſabled Ships muſt have fallen into our 
Hands, if the total Overthrow and Deſtruction of the 
confederate Fleet had not been accompliſhed ? 

12th, And why was not L—-f—c immediately ſuſ- 
pended, if his Miſcondu& was ſo glaring and notorious ? 
Why was he not only ſuffered to continue in Authority 
in Sight of the Enemy, when a more general Action 
was expected, but his Flag kept flying for almoſt fix 
Weeks after this celebrated Fight? 

When you have anſwered me theſe Queries, and 
proved to me, that in L—f—c#'s Miſconduct is inyol- 
ved all theſe Evils, I will join with the Clamour of the 
unthinking Multitude, inveigh bitterly, and load him 
with Execrations: But until then, or a fair and impar- 
tial Enquiry is made, I cannot poſſibly condemn Him, 
nor acquit the late M—— ter ——en Cf: As I cane 
not from my Soul yet believe, with the People of 
6 — ire, that his Omnipotence not only per- 
form'd Miracles abroad, but prevented the direful Inva - 
fion at home. I am, 

| Your conflant Reader, 
Jeb 5, 17445. JonaTHan TELLTRUTNM. 
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